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Abstract - Driven by trends in the consumer Internet, cloud computing is a relatively new way to consume 

and deliver IT services. It is a utility computing model that builds on the maturation of the Web, combining 

rapid scalability, proliferation of the Internet, unprecedented self-service and elegant web-based applications. 

It allows users to execute complex computing tasks without the need to understand the underlying 

technology. This talk presents an overview of cloud computing, including its advantages in many 

environments.  Also included is an overview of the technical components of a cloud computing environment, 

some of which include the hardware, virtual image management, resilience and automation, security and 

service management. 
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